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Happy New Year!
I am normally wishing you a Happy
New Year in December but, as we
said in our earlier newsletter, some
of the new pieces have been
slightly delayed this year so we
decided to delay the magazine by a
few weeks so that we had samples
available to show you.  
I am quite often sat writing my
small contribution to the magazine
while looking out at my garden but
this month I am sat in the office
looking out at the flakes of snow
that are now falling.  Much of the
United Kingdom has been in the
grip of snow and cold weather for a
number of weeks so we hope that
this issue of the magazine will
bring some warmth into your

homes as we start another decade.  
The past year has certainly not been an easy one for
anyone manufacturing in the UK.   We are therefore
grateful for the support that you have all shown us, it is
much appreciated by all of us in Derby.  As we look
back on 2009, and forward into 2010, there are
certainly some highlights to relive and some products
to anticipate.  Our first new pieces for 2010 are
dramatic and make something of a statement.  The

Wild Boar featured on the front cover is a
magnificent piece by Mark Delf and June
Branscombe and captures the power of this
almost mystical animal.  The Alligator by
Hilary Walker and Marlee Fletcher is a
wonderful interpretation of this somewhat

dangerous beast and uses some truly wonderful new
colours in the design.  Our first paperweight in a
coloured bone china body was the Sea Lion and our

second is the stunningly beautiful Black
Panther.  Hilary and Tien Man Dinh have both
excelled themselves with this technically
challenging piece.
Often when pieces are launched there seems to
be a very natural follow up and the Baby Panda

is one such piece.  When we launched the Giant Panda
we had more than a few requests for the Baby but what
you didn’t know was that Hilary had already thought
about that and the babies were already modelled.  The
design by Jane James makes this piece a perfect
companion to the mother.  With the Cheetah’s an

addition to the family also seemed a natural thing to do
but this time with the elegant and majestic Daddy
Cheetah.  Goviers have been delighted at the reaction

to this piece by Robert Tabbenor and
Carmen Roome and the pre-release is
sure to be sold out shortly.  Carmen
has also done a great job at adapting
the Old Imari pattern to
fit the new Beaver

model by Hilary Walker.  The last
Beaver paperweight was one of our
most popular pieces ever so we are
hoping that this one will be too.
A new year would not be complete
without the new Guild pieces.  This year Hilary Walker
and Jane James have worked together on the delightful
Duck and Duckling.   The reaction from the Newsletter
we sent out before Christmas has been very
encouraging indeed so we hope that these pieces will
appeal to a wide range of collectors all over the world.
The new paperweight book has now
been published and I have to say
that Richard Dennis and his team
in Somerset, with the help of
Heather Poucher-Jones and the
team in Derby, have put together
an informative and beautifully
illustrated book.  If you have not
seen one please ask your retailer
because it really is a must have reference Guide and
the information section at the front of the book is truly
excellent.  I cannot recommend it enough.
Despite the challenges we all faced in 2009 there were
some wonderful new items launched and some great
new partnerships made.  Following the sale of
Waterford Wedgwood in May we lost our distributor in
Japan and had to quickly find a new route to this
important market.  We were lucky that an old friend of
the Company was interested in setting up Royal Crown
Derby Japan and so we have worked hard with her
team to turn this into a reality.
The culmination of this was the
official launch of the new
Company at a reception held in
the British Ambassador’s
Residence in Tokyo in
November.  Hugh and I both
attended this prestigious event at which over 200

guests were treated to high tea
from the finest Royal Crown
Derby china while admiring the
transformation of the
Ambassador’s home into a
showroom for the very best
English china.  We all believe

that this new partnership will help us build our brand
in Japan and keep the flag flying for product made in
England.
I hope that 2010 will be a
less traumatic one for all of
us around the world and that
the products that the team
here in Derby design and
produce will continue to give you pleasure.
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Guild Duck and Duckling

Duckling 
Modelled by Hilary Walker,
Designed by Jane James.
Height  5.5cm

Duck 
Modelled by Hilary Walker,
Designed by Jane James.
Length 15.5cm

Jane has captured the tranquil and serene
expression of a duck and duckling paddling
along a beautiful river and has used subtle
shades of colour on both pieces that
complement each other perfectly.

his beautiful dabbling duck and
duckling are the latest new
models to join the Royal Crown
Derby range of paperweights and

have been inspired by the Garganey Breed
of duck. 

Jane James has designed these sparkling
new pieces using majestic browns and gold
which sit perfectly alongside cool greys and
blues and are intercepted with lighter
touches of black and sepia. The elongated,
slightly flamboyant top feathers of the wings
flow into a textured area of wet blues. This
is designed to gently suggest the ripples on
the water's surface where the ducks paddle.
The wings are then finished off with the
delicate use of black and sepia to create a
stunning feather effect. Both the duck and
duckling are finished off with lashings of 22
carat gold. The duckling is the
complimentary piece for existing and new
members of the Royal Crown Derby
Collectors Guild and the Duck is the
Exclusive piece to members during 2010.

If you are joining or renewing
your membership

You will receive a 
special welcome pack 
containing your 
complimentary 
Guild Duckling 
paperweight
and a wealth of 
information
about our 
collectables.



he ancestors of the domestic pig. In many
cultures throughout history they have been
highly regarded for their ferocious courage.
Boars were hunted particularly during the
mating season when they were most

aggressive. The boar  hunt was part of a young man’s
education in the martial arts and was  considered a
good test of his courage, for after the quarry had
been cornered and pinned down by the boar-hounds
he must administer the “coup de grace” at close
quarters with a dagger.

Odysseus according to Homer was scarred for life as
a boy during one such hunt. Fortunately for him the
scar offered proof of his identity on his return to
Ithaca after his legendary travels. To capture the
Erymanthian Boar was the third labour of Heracles,
the Calydonian Boar was pursued by several
mythological heroes including Atalanta and Jason
and the Argonauts hunted the same beast when they
took time off from searching for the ‘Golden Fleece’.

In the Hindu pantheon, Varah, a wild boar, is the
third avatar of the Lord Vishnu, and in the Chinese
horoscope, a boar features among the twelve animal
signs of the zodiac. 

Ephesus is reputed to have been founded on the spot
where a boar was killed and Milan has another such
animal as a badge. Three Roman Legions used boars
as emblems and they pop up frequently in European
and English heraldry as charges on shields or as
crests. The city of Florence has its famous bronze
boars and now Derby once again can boast a replica
of one of those beasts restored to its plinth in the
city’s famous Arboretum within a paperweight’s
throw of an equally famous china manufactory.

Thirteenth century England saw the last native wild
boar meet its end and until the re-introduction of
these animals in the 1970’s these ancient beasts
survived only in folk memory, lingering in place
names like Wildboarclough, Wilberfoss, Wilbarston,
Boarhills, Bosley, and most romantically, Boar of
Baddenoch.
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Hopefully the last wild boar in England would not
have died ignominiously of disease but have been
hunted down by some nobleman, carried back in
triumph to the Great House where, after the
attentions of the cooks, its head was borne into
the great hall accompanied by trumpets and song
as part of the Yuletide Feast on St. Stephen’s day –
December the 26th. A great Anglo-Saxon festival
adapted by Christianity, from pagan celebrations
to mark the winter solstice inherited from
Scandinavian and Norse mythology.

When designing the Royal Crown Derby Wild Boar,
Mark Delf (who sculpted the piece) and I visited
two young animals in the Staffordshire Moorlands,
descendants  of those 1970/80’s reintroductions.
Though young, their size was impressive and I was
thankful not to be making their acquaintance on a
dark night in a forest but in the presence of their
owner. Their most endearing characteristic was
that they suckled from a hosepipe which we took
turns in holding. The paperweight is decorated to
echo some of its Norse mythological heritage.
Freyr and Freyja (both Norse gods) kept boars.
Freyja rode his into battle whilst Freyr’s was a
magical creature, called ‘Golden Mane’ whose
golden bristles glowed
in the dark to
light its
owner’s
way.

Wild Boar by June Branscombe
(sus scrofa of the family Suidae)

A special “double signature edition” Wild Boar 
paperweight is available and is limited to just 350 pieces. Exclusive to Goviers of Sidmouth this

new piece has been designed by June Branscombe and sculpted by Mark Delf.
The special gold backstamp includes the signatures of both June and Mark.

Each piece is numbered and comes with a certificate of authenticity.

This fabulous signature edition will be launched at a special event on Saturday 27th March at 
Goviers of Sidmouth, 55 High Street, Sidmouth, Devon, EX10 8LN.  Tel:  01395 513419.  

Time:  10am – 1pm and 2 – 3:30pm.
Sculptor Mark Delf will be in attendance on the day to sign and date any pieces.

Length 
22.5cm

Designed by 
June Branscombe,
Sculpted by 
Mark Delf.
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Alligator
Modelled by Hilary Walker,
Designed by Marlee Fletcher.
Length  25cm

This is a piece you’ll want to snap-up
Alligators are absolutely amazing animals.
They have been around for millions of years
and are about as close as we humans will
ever get to seeing a living dinosaur. They are
a far cry from the cute creatures we
perceive them to be and in reality are fierce
animals we don't want to tangle with. Many
of us have never encountered an alligator
and probably don't
want to, 

and leaves from the same era were used.
The muted colours reflect this predators
watery habitat, while the red and black add
drama, creating a focal point on the
Alligator's back and along its tail. The rich
22 carat gold provides a transition between
the areas of pattern. I am sure you will agree
this latest piece is a definite must have.

but how much
do you really know

about these interesting
creatures?  Do you know how to tell
an alligator from a crocodile? Here are
some interesting Alligator facts. 

An alligator differs to a crocodile in that it
has a wider snout. With jaws closed only the
top teeth can be seen in alligators whereas a
crocodiles top and bottom teeth can been
seen. Crocodiles can live in both fresh and
salt water whereas alligators live in fresh
water. Alligators can survive for two to three
years without eating. Alligators are one of
the few reptiles today that still care for their
young and they are extremely protective
and very territorial. An Alligators teeth are
replaced as they wear down. They may go
through 2000 to 3000 teeth during a
lifetime. They are very dangerous animals as
they have a lack of brain power - their brain
weighs 8 or 9 grams and would take up only
one half of a tablespoon. They can move at
short bursts of speed exceeding thirty miles
an hour.

Our amazing new Alligator has been
designed by Marlee Fletcher, who has used
design elements that reflect the shapes of
the Alligator scales and skin patterns, and
create an abstract blend of different
textures. Marlee was inspired by the Art
Deco style, well known for its bold zig zag
designs and has recreated the look
magnificently on this new piece. To soften
the hard geometric areas stylized flowers

New look for Old Imari
All will be revealed to Guild

members in the April Magazine

Great offers on seconds and
discontinued tableware and giftware.

SHOP ON-LINE AT
royalcrownderby.co.uk

go to the home page 
and click on the on-line shop
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Baby Panda
Modelled by Hilary Walker,
Designed by Jane James.
Height  6.5cm

Panther
Modelled by Hilary Walker
Designed by Tien Manh Dinh
Length 30.5cm

This adorable new paperweight initially
pre-released through Harrods in the UK
now enters the general range. The baby
panda is a long awaited arrival and
perfectly complements the Giant Panda.

Decorated in the same realistic black and
white colours and enhanced by touches
of gold it definitely is a must have piece.

A black panther is a black colour variant
of one of several species of larger cat
which are known by the term panther in
various parts of the world. “Panther” in
North America is most commonly used
for the cougar, in Latin America it is
most often used to mean a Jaguar and

elsewhere in the world it usually refers to
the leopard. Wherever you live I am sure
you will agree that our exotic black
panther, a first for Royal Crown Derby is
totally stunning with its sleek black coat
glistening in the sunlight as it runs
through the jungle undergrowth.
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“I’ve always loved ceramics but I don’t
understand why people are afraid to change
their displays- I like to mix things up a bit,
people can either use it on its own or update
an older service with a couple of accent
plates”  says designer Peter Ting. We are
delighted to say that mixing things up is
exactly what he has done with our unique
new range of tableware with outstanding
results you’ll agree. 

The warmth of India on a plate  
Designed by Louise Adams

Hachi 
Service Plate

These two new stunning plates join the
already popular India pattern. Inspired by
Indian textiles Louise has used tiny stylized

gold flowers on a background of rich warm
red to create a sophisticated and
contemporary look.

30cm Diameter

India Striped Service Plate 
30cm.

India Paisley Accent plate 
21.5cm.

NEW TABLEWARE



feet like swimming fins, and their paddle-
shaped tails like rudders. These attributes

allow beavers to swim at speeds of up to five
miles (eight kilometers) an hour. They can
remain underwater for 15 minutes without

surfacing, and have a set of
transparent eyelids that

function much like
goggles. Their fur is

naturally oily and
waterproof. 

Our beautiful little Beaver
has a delightful expression
that captures the animated

character of this elusive
water dweller. The very regal
coat has been decorated with

our traditional Old Imari pattern,
but has been given a

contemporary twist by adding
willow leaves to the pattern, a
favourite Beaver snack!  The

paddle like tail has been
highlighted and is decorated in

rich 22 carat gold.  A perfect
complement to the Old Imari

Hedgehog.

Beavers are famously busy, and they turn
their talents to re-engineering the landscape
as few other animals can. When sites are
available, beavers burrow in the banks
of rivers and lakes. But they also
transform less suitable habitats by
building dams. Felling and gnawing
trees with their strong teeth and
powerful jaws, they create
massive log, branch, and mud
structures to block streams
and turn fields and forests
into the large ponds that
beavers love. 
These large rodents move
with an ungainly waddle on
land but are graceful in the
water, where they use their
large, webbed rear 

A pre-release edition of 450 is also available from
Peter Jones China with numbered certificate. 
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NEW EXCLUSIVES

Old Imari Beaver
Modelled by Hilary Walker
Designed by Carmen Roome.
Height  10cm.

Quintessence 
Old Imari Solid Gold Band
Dublin Lamp
Modelled by Peter Allen.
Design adapted by our design technicians.
Height 23.5cm  without shade.

This fabulous new shape is both beautiful and
practical. This simply stunning piece decorated
in our traditional Old Imari Solid Gold Band
design can be purchased as a complete lamp
with the gold shade illustrated or with an
optional navy blue shade.

The beaver shown is not the
final version and may be

subject to change 

Available as a pre-release from
Quintessence in Southern Ireland 

until June 2010

Call +353 14053665 to order
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Goviers of Sidmouth
Daddy Cheetah  
Modelled by Robert Tabbenor 
Designed by Carmen Roome. Length 17.3cm.

Sinclairs 
Old Imari Solid Gold Band 
Soup Tureen Ladle

Male Cheetahs are slightly larger and heavier than
the females but are equally just as beautiful and
majestic. A perfect complement to the Mother
Cheetah and Cub is the long awaited Daddy
Cheetah. Decorated with the same stunning yellow
coat with spots covering the body, except for the
un-mistakable white throat and long spotted tail
ending in black rings. The African Bush is
represented by the spectacular pink proteas on the
base of the piece. These beautiful flowers are the
national flower of South Africa. Designer Carmen
Roome has again captured the warmth of the
African Savannah in the rich colours of the Daddy
Cheetah's coat and the grasses that sweep across
the base. Carmen has expressed the relationship
between the three perfectly with the Mother
Cheetah keeping a watchful eye on her
mischievous cub, whilst the daddy surveys the
plains looking for food and approaching danger.

In January 2007 we launched our fabulous Old
Imari Soup Tureen which proved an instant
success.  Now we have gone one step further and
designed a fantastic soup ladle to accompany the
Soup Tureen. As expected this new ladle is an

engineering masterpiece that has
taken a long while to perfect but

I am sure you will agree it was
worth waiting for. The long
elegant handle is decorated
with incised stylized Imari
flowers and richly gilded
with 22 carat gold to

Initially available as a limited edition pre-
release of 950 pieces the Daddy Cheetah is sure
to be a sell out so order yours now.

Contact Goviers on 01395 513419

Shape designed by Peter Allen.
Decoration designed by 

June Branscombe.

create a truly
stunning effect. The fluting

on the bowl of the ladle was very traditional in the
19th Century and Peter drew his inspiration from
that era when modelling this luxurious new piece.
This definitely is fine dining on a very grand scale.
This piece is exclusive to Sinclairs until 
October 2010.

Length  23.5cm.

Contact Sinclairs on 0114 275 0333
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Carters of Walsall 
Old Imari 
Solid Gold Band 
Double Photo Frame
Following the great success of the Large and
Small size Old Imari Solid Gold Band Picture
Frame, we have added this fabulous double
picture frame to the range. Still as beautifully
decorated as the single frames but this time
with space for two of your treasured pictures,
surrounded by a border of traditional Old
Imari. Acanthus leaves adorn the corners
and the whole look is richly finished with
hand applied 22 carat gold.

Modelled by Peter Allen.
Design adapted by our Design Technicians.
Photo size:Takes 2 x 6”x4” photos
Width 21cm   Length 27cm

Initially available only from Carters of Walsall. For details 
please contact Carters on 01922 632420
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The art of Royal Crown Derby 1750-2009
Royal Crown Derby is the
only great old name of
English porcelain still
manufacturing exclusively
in Britain and recently
launched contemporary
works designed by leading
artists Peter Ting and Ken
Eastman in an exhibition,
The Art of Royal Crown
Derby 1750 - 2009, which
celebrated the Factory's
long standing collaboration
with artists. 
The display included
ceramics by artists who
have been connected with
the factory during the last

259 years.  Enthusiasts would not have been
surprised to find works by William Billingsley
(1758 - 1828), the flower and rose painter
who is traditionally linked to Royal Crown
Derby. But they were surprised to see

The exhibition originally took place last
year at Cork Street in London, but has
since moved up to the factory as is to
remain with us until March this year. 

If you wish to visit the exhibition please
contact Caroline Salmon on 01332
712897 to book a viewing appointment.

porcelain designed by the surrealist Salvador
Dali who collaborated on a little known tea
service in 1937.The Keddlestone

Vase

Angela Verdon

William Quaker Pegg circa 1810

Ken Eastman Blue Aves Collection

Peter Ting pieces

Salvador Dali 5" plate
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At a prestigious awards ceremony on Thursday
29th October, Royal Crown Derby were
announced as winners of The Industry Award.

The Industry Award was presented to Royal
Crown Derby for their collaboration with
renowned sculptor and designer Ken Eastman,
maker of large, stoneware, abstract slab-built
vessels which are in collections and museums all
over the world.  Ken has been working with Royal
Crown Derby for several years to develop a series
of shapes and designs which could be put into
commercial production.

The Industry Award

I sit in the early darkness in the studio at Derby
overlooking the greying rooftops of the factory,
wintry trees in the Arboretum behind us.  It is
beautiful in England at this time of year, but a long
way from the bright sparkle of Australia and New
Zealand, the two countries I visited during
November into December to take part in Royal
Crown Derby Collectors events.  I had a wonderful
time and I thank you all, the John Raines and
Waterford Wedgwood Royal Doulton staff who
organised everything, all the knowledgeable and
passionate staff in the shops I visited, and of
course, the Royal Crown Derby Collectors. 

EVENTS 2010

Visitor Centre
194 Osmaston Road
Derby, DE23 8JZ
Saturday 20th February 
10am – 3pm
Royal Crown Derby will
be hosting a book
signing event to launch

the fantastic new Paperweight
book, with Author Ian Cox who will be
available to sign copies on the day. Please
call 01332 712841 to confirm.

P J Hadley, Westmorland Centre, Kendal, LA9 4LR 
Saturday 13th March 2010.  11am - 3pm.  
Attendee:  Mark Delf - Sculptor.

Peter Jones China, Cedar Court Hotel, Junction 39 off the M1  
nr Wakefield.
Saturday  20th March 2010.  Time 11am - 4pm. 
Sunday 21st March 2010.  Time 10:30am - 4pm.
Attendee: Jane James - Saturday, Carmen Roome - Sunday.

Goviers of Sidmouth, 55 High Street, Sidmouth, 
Devon EX10 8LN.  Tel: 01395 513419
Saturday 27th March. Time 10am - 1 pm and 2pm - 3:30pm
Attendee Mark Delf - Sculptor.

NEW ZEALAND and  
AUSTRALIA 2009

By Louise Adams

I started my tour in Christchurch New Zealand
after a lovely visit to old friends in Wellington.  I
felt quite nervous as I began my talk about Royal
Crown Derby, but soon I was in the swing of it,
and having fun. I love the way the events in New
Zealand and Australia are organised; a
presentation where it’s possible to look at new
pieces and designs with time to talk about the
factory and all the people and processes, then on
to questions, comments, stories and ideas. John’s
new Kookaburra especially provoked great

stories. He showed the
design during his tour in
2008; this provoked some
very funny tales and as
soon as he got home he
phoned me to say that he
would like to redesign the
base of the Kookaburra. If
you look carefully you’ll
see that now this popular
bird is about to eat an
Australian banquet!

I really enjoyed meeting so many lovely people
and all my travelling companions were so kind
and fun to be with. I was working, but the whole
experience was so refreshing. Seeing our wares
through your eyes made me very proud to work
for Royal Crown Derby. I came home full of
enthusiasm, inspiration and hope that I might
return one day to your beautiful countries.
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Two Giant Pandas Wang Wang and Funi have been
gifted to Australia by The Peoples Republic of China. As
the international symbol for species conservation, the
Giant Panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) is the much
loved icon and national treasure of China. Native to the
high mountainous regions of China, Giant Pandas are
under threat of extinction due to habitat loss and a
naturally slow breeding rate. Adelaide Zoo in South
Australia is participating in the international breeding
program for Giant Pandas with the arrival of Wang
Wang and Funi in December 2009. This breeding pair
will contribute important genetic diversity to the
international insurance population and will be the first
to take up long term residency in Australia. As part of
the celebrations to welcome Wang Wang and Funi to
Australia, an exclusive welcome dinner will be held in
the grounds of the newly completed Giant Panda
exhibit, The Bamboo Forest, at Adelaide Zoo. To mark
the occasion Adelaide Zoo has commission a limited
edition Royal Crown Derby fine bone china plate,
displaying a Chinese calligraphy designed Giant Panda.
This plate will act as a memento of their arrival, each
will come with an individually numbered certificate.
There are only 150 plates being commissioned and can
be purchased via the Adelaide Zoo website 
www.adelaidezoo.com.au 

Part proceeds from the sale of this 
product will go towards helping protect 
the Giant Panda from extinction.

Adelaide Zoo Event

Wang Wang

Panda plate 21.5 cm diameter

Carmen Roome painting Teddy

Christmas Playground
Established in 1750, Royal Crown
Derby is one of Derby's most
established and well recognised brands.
Although they are known throughout
the world, RCD wherever possible, is
keen to recognise its home and enjoys
getting involved with projects that help
to improve the city or promote it. 

When RCD was invited to take part in
the Christmas Playground project RCD
saw it as an excellent community
project to get involved with. Deciding
which piece to sculpt which would
reflect RCD and also be fun for the
children was the hard bit, with so
many different ideas to choose from.
However, RCD finally decided on a bear
based on one of their collectable
pieces, which was hand decorated in
the recognisable patterns of Royal
Crown Derby.
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Fall in New York City is an experience unlike
any other, especially when it comes to
opening the New York Tabletop Show. This
October was no exception. Even in these
challenging times, it was exhilarating and
invigorating. We at Royal Crown Derby
responded by raising the bar and turning
heads with our latest introductions.

As visitors approached our showroom at 41
Madison Avenue, we saw questioning looks
and heard whispered exchanges: “Are we on
the right floor?” “This is Royal Crown Derby,
isn’t it?” We had to smile, especially when a
second, closer look told our visitors that yes,
they were in the right place and that what
they were looking at was HACHI, our new
tableware introduction

Hachi was designed by Peter Ting and named
after the Japanese word for eight. It

encompasses six of
Royal Crown Derby’s
most popular designs
inside bold, cobalt
blue figure eights
and references the
old while capturing
the spirit of the new.
It’s no surprise, then,
that Hachi created
quite a stir among all
of our guests.
Feedback buzzed

about this exciting new transitional design:
fresh, truly simple, yet unquestionably Royal
Crown Derby.   

The acclaimed collaboration between Royal
Crown Derby and Ken Eastman generated
even more excitement from retailers and
editors alike, and it was a true delight to
present this shapely series of vases. Sculptor
Ken Eastman’s interpretations of Gold and
Blue Aves, alongside designs from the Accent
Plate collection and Paperweight prints, are a
testimony to Royal Crown Derby’s
commitment to building our legacy by
bringing new, exciting product concepts to
market. Adding to the thrill of the launch
was a request, from chief curator David
McFadden of the Museum of Art and Design

in New York, that the
collection be added
to their permanent
display. 

Throughout the
Show, everyone
seemed pleased by
Royal Crown Derby’s
introductions and
innovations—they
were taken as a sign
of new growth, new
opportunities and we all need that indicator.
Our ornament offering continues to increase
in range and sales, thanks to growing
consumer demand, and the five new designs
added to the collection. The new
paperweight introductions were also the
subject of animated discussion. Of particular
interest was the new production technique
for the Sea Lion’s decoration, with its sleek
all-over color, as well as the popularity of the
Bison and Chinese New Year Tiger.  

Royal Crown Derby’s showroom attracted a
steady stream of retail customers, editors
and industry friends. All were
curious to see what was
new…and perhaps to hear if
our resident psychic Vanessa
could shed any light on what
is to come. And yes, Vanessa
joined us for our champagne
wine reception on
Wednesday evening. I am not
sure if there were any
revelations, but it was a great
way for everyone to revel in
all the excitement the New
York show brings.

Debuts and Delights
Royal Crown Derby at the NY Tabletop Show

By Monica Watts



their modest act.  The
two firms operated quite
separately for 57 years,
until they merged in
1935, thus establishing
for Osmaston Road the
historical link back to the
18th Century.  So the
start-up at King Street
provides another
anniversary; 165 years.

Then we come to the
really complicated bit; when did the original
Nottingham Road works start? The first clue is
provided by Josiah Wedgwood, no less.  On New
Year’s Day 1775 he wrote to his partner, Bentley,
that he was interrupted while writing “by a man
from the Derby China works who wants to be
hired – he....has work’d at the factory for 28
years. His name is Holmes”.  Assuming Holmes
was an original employee hired at the start, that

would make birth date of the china
works 1747 or 8.  But it also assumes
that he was telling the truth, and not
either exaggerating or forgetting the
length of time he worked at Derby.
That evidence is much too flimsy for
the critical historian to accept. The
second bit of evidence is a newspaper
report dated 1753, that the body of a
man was washed up on the bank of the
river near Borrowash, and that he was

identified as a worker at the china factory near St
Mary’s Bridge (Nottingham Road).  So now it
looks like sometime between 1747 and 53.

Yet a third clue is the existence of three identical
white china cream jugs, one of which is marked
on the bottom, 1750 with a script D, another
marked “Derby”, and a third just marked D.
So somebody was making porcelain in Derby
in 1750.

Then lastly, John Haslem, writing much later in
the 1840s, says that there was a factory
tradition that “the site first occupied by
William Duesbury when he
commenced.....in 1750...was near to the
foot of St Mary’s Bridge.”

So we have two pointers to 1750,
and one unreliable one to earlier
than that.

Does it really matter? Perhaps
not, but as we are always on
the look-out for a celebration
we will claim the
best guess is 1750,
and have some
fun in 2010.
I hope you will
join us.

HISTORY/ TRADITION
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Hugh Gibson (Chief Executive)

Just occasionally you hear of someone who is
reputed to be very very old, but the birth
certificate is missing, and all the family can do is
guess the true age.  Royal Crown Derby is just
like that. However, in the case of RCD, there is a
certain amount of circumstantial evidence
narrowing down the possibilities.  And in any
case, the lack of absolute certainty won’t stop us

from celebrating 260
years of china making in
Derby in 2010.

First of all, the present
company, as a legal
entity, dates only from
July 1st 2000, the date
on which the assets and
the brand name
belonging to the previous

Royal Crown Derby subsidiary of Royal Doulton,
were purchased by the present shareholders, (i.e.
myself and certain members of my family). So
this year we at least can be certain
of a glass of sparkling wine, raised
to celebrate 10 years. However,
Royal Crown Derby is much more
than just a legal entity.  For me, the
definition of an old china business
is a continuous stream of
manufacturing in which a group of
people develop over the years a
tradition of inherited skills,
techniques and designs, building as they go.  So
by this criterion, when did we start?

You could say that we started in 1878, when the
factory at Osmaston Road, newly converted from
a workhouse, began to produce china under the
name of “The Derby Crown Porcelain Company”.
That would make us 132 years old next year. Or
then again, you could say it was  1875, when the
company founded for that purpose was launched.
135 years old.  

Or then again, we could say that Royal Crown
Derby dates from 1890, when Queen Victoria
allowed the company to change its name to
include the word “Royal”.  120 Years old.

The Prospectus for the Osmaston Road company
described the project as “The Revival of the Old
Derby China Works”, so the intention was
certainly to carry on the tradition started in the
mid 18th Century.  But that claim ignored the
fact that the King Street Factory, the true
inheritor of that tradition, was still in operation.
In 1848, when the original Nottingham Road
factory went into receivership, a group of
managers and work-people had got together to
purchase many of the assets, and started up,
phoenix like, at King Street.  They must have felt
somewhat jealous and offended when the much
bigger Osmaston Road operation muscled in on

Just how old is Royal Crown Derby?

Nottingham Road Factory

Osmaston Road Factory
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LAST CHANCE TO BUY

The last opportunity to add any of these
pieces to your collection ...

To order or for more information 
call 01332 712833

Lurcher 
Height 19.5cm

Fox Cub 
Height 9cm

Guinea Pig 
Length 7cm

Fawn 
Height 15.5cm

Hippopotomus  Length 20.5cm

Canary
Height 7.5cm

Sitting Pig
Height 10cm

Treasures of Childhood 
Car with personalised number plate  

Length 11.2cm 

This item will retire at the end of March 2010


